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Affordability Reports - September 2009
Measure: Average Wage per Employee (* Note: Estimate Column)
Variables: Employee Benefits/FTE Numbers (not audited)
Source: Wages 04 StatsNZ; Wages 08 Base Stats & FTE's Base Stats
Period: 2004-2008 $000 $000 Count Count

Peer Group  Council Name
Wages
2004

Wages
2008

FTE's
2004

FTE'S
2008

Metro Auckland City 93,234 131,896 1770 1,666 $52,675 $79,169 50.3%
Christchurch City 85,646 114,000 1543 1,715 $55,506 $66,472 19.8%
Dunedin City 30,677 39,308 630 682 $48,694 $57,636 18.4%
Hamilton City 33,855 49,312 660 726 $51,295 $67,923 32.4%
Hutt City 15,622 21,399 315 373 $49,594 $57,370 15.7%
Manukau City 56,461 85,733 910 786 $62,045 $109,075 75.8%
North Shore City 40,295 59,392 656 720 $61,425 $82,489 34.3%
Waitakere City 42,960 74,765 555 765 $77,405 $97,732 26.3%
Wellington City 65,588 83,648 1426 1,440 $45,994 $58,089 26.3%

City Invercargill City 11,692 15,979 235 239 $49,753 $66,858 34.4%
Napier City 16,033 22,005 300 300 $53,443 $73,350 37.2%
New Plymouth District 20,561 26,532 416 466 $49,425 $56,936 15.2%
Palmerston North City 21,540 33,222 470 600 $45,830 $55,370 20.8%
Porirua City 12,176 * 19,000 250 250 $48,704 $76,000 56.0%
Rotorua District 22,600 29,247 430 524 $52,558 $55,815 6.2%
Tauranga District 19,002 26,255 357 368 $53,227 $71,345 34.0%
Upper Hutt City 5,848 8,050 109 109 $53,651 $73,853 37.7%
Whangarei District 11,394 19,196 232 380 $49,112 $50,516 2.9%

Prov/Rural Ashburton District 4,104 6,066 79 114 $51,949 $53,211 2.4%
Central Hawkes Bay District 1,694 * 3,000 32 34 $52,938 $88,235 66.7%
Central Otago District 2,941 4,900 53 58 $55,491 $84,483 52.2%
Clutha District 3,316 3,780 46 46 $72,087 $82,174 14.0%
Far North District 8,644 14,108 171 230 $50,550 $61,339 21.3%
Franklin District 7,343 10,502 120 110 $61,192 $95,473 56.0%
Gisborne District 11,780 11,731 250 250 $47,120 $46,924 -0.4%
Hastings District 12,206 19,262 246 350 $49,618 $55,034 10.9%
Horowhenua District 3,124 5,407 56 75 $55,786 $72,093 29.2%
Kaipara District 2,232 2,831 35 48 $63,771 $58,979 -7.5%
Kapiti Coast District 9,304 13,629 180 240 $51,689 $56,788 9.9%
Manawatu District 3,842 4,593 74 73 $51,919 $62,918 21.2%
Marlborough District 10,449 13,509 178 210 $58,702 $64,329 9.6%
Masterton District 3,461 4,197 65 77 $53,246 $54,506 2.4%
Matamata-Piako District 6,687 5,665 125 120 $53,496 $47,208 -11.8%
Nelson City 9,122 10,928 164 196 $55,622 $55,755 0.2%
Papakura District 3,596 7,143 64 66 $56,188 $108,227 92.6%
Queenstown Lakes District 2,959 5,376 20 108 $147,950 $49,778 -66.4%
Rodney District 18,108 28,240 297 448 $60,970 $63,036 3.4%
Ruapehu District 3,390 4,069 68 63 $49,853 $64,587 29.6%
Selwyn District 4,355 7,429 89 160 $48,933 $46,431 -5.1%
South Taranaki District 5,581 7,699 88 130 $63,420 $59,223 -6.6%
South Waikato District 5,348 5,762 90 90 $59,422 $64,022 7.7%
Southland District 7,375 9,240 105 119 $70,238 $77,647 10.5%
Tararua District 2,927 3,551 50 65 $58,540 $54,631 -6.7%
Tasman District 7,873 11,701 136 151 $57,890 $77,490 33.9%
Taupo District 12,419 18,041 261 288 $47,582 $62,642 31.7%
Thames-Coromandel District 6,461 11,223 171 194 $37,784 $57,851 53.1%
Timaru District 7,285 10,414 205 181 $35,537 $57,536 61.9%
Waikato District 8,704 12,858 155 156 $56,155 $82,423 46.8%
Waimakariri District 6,746 9,523 132 166 $51,106 $57,367 12.3%
Waipa District 6,945 10,678 150 167 $46,300 $63,940 38.1%
Waitaki District 4,127 6,046 68 68 $60,691 $88,912 46.5%
Wanganui District 11,082 10,909 193 222 $57,420 $49,140 -14.4%
Western Bay of Plenty District 6,687 10,334 106 164 $63,085 $63,012 -0.1%
Whakatane District 7,192 8,710 130 164 $55,323 $53,110 -4.0%

%
increase

2004-
2008

* = Estimate
$ Average 
Wage per 
Employee

2004

$ Average 
Wage per 
Employee

2008
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Affordability Reports - September 2009
Measure: Average Wage per Employee (* Note: Estimate Column)
Variables: Employee Benefits/FTE Numbers (not audited)
Source: Wages 04 StatsNZ; Wages 08 Base Stats & FTE's Base Stats
Period: 2004-2008 $000 $000 Count Count

Peer Group  Council Name
Wages
2004

Wages
2008

FTE's
2004

FTE'S
2008

%
increase

2004-
2008

* = Estimate
$ Average 
Wage per 
Employee

2004

$ Average 
Wage per 
Employee

2008
Rural Buller District 2,052 * 3,500 38 48 $54,000 $72,917 35.0%

Carterton District 1,676 2,248 34 30 $49,294 $74,933 52.0%
Chatham Islands 289 424 3 5 $96,333 $84,800 -12.0%
Gore District 3,418 3,761 68 72 $50,265 $52,236 3.9%
Grey District 2,434 3,102 50 51 $48,680 $60,824 24.9%
Hauraki District 5,474 8,744 106 136 $51,642 $64,294 24.5%
Hurunui District 3,295 6,732 87 107 $37,874 $62,916 66.1%
Kaikoura District 965 1,526 15 27 $64,333 $56,519 -12.1%
Kawerau District 1,283 2,507 42 52 $30,548 $48,212 57.8%
MacKenzie District 1,277 1,797 15 19 $85,133 $94,579 11.1%
Opotiki District 1,730 2,524 40 40 $43,250 $63,100 45.9%
Otorohanga District 2,135 2,650 38 36 $56,184 $73,611 31.0%
Rangitikei District 2,425 2,942 57 45 $42,544 $65,378 53.7%
South Wairarapa District 1,426 1,995 23 20 $62,000 $99,750 60.9%
Stratford District 1,775 2,095 26 32 $68,269 $65,469 -4.1%
Waimate District 2,120 3,303 37 37 $57,297 $89,270 55.8%
Wairoa District 1,888 2,514 33 34 $57,212 $73,941 29.2%
Waitomo District 1,612 2,761 24 25 $67,167 $110,440 64.4%
Westland District 1,734 5,689 6 35 $289,000 $162,543 -43.8%
TOTAL 883,601 16,458 18,361 4,340,923 5,072,183 16.8%

Metro Group Stats
AVERAGE 51,593 73,273 941 986 56,070 75,106 33.2%
MEDIAN 42,960 74,765 660 765 52,675 67,923 26.3%
STD DEVIATION 25,888 35,305 510 487 9,696 18,616 19.1%

City Group Stats
AVERAGE 15,650 22,165 311 360 50,634 64,449 27.2%
MEDIAN 16,033 22,005 300 368 49,753 66,858 34.0%
STD DEVIATION 5,706 7,620 117 154 2,711 9,760 17.2%

Prov/Rural Group Stats
AVERAGE 6,650 9,252 124 150 57,488 65,013 17.8%
MEDIAN 6,687 8,975 113 141 55,556 61,991 10.7%
STD DEVIATION 3,579 5,241 71 90 17,204 14,874 29.5%

Rural Group Stats
AVERAGE 2,053 3,201 39 45 69,001 77,670 28.7%
MEDIAN 1,775 2,650 37 36 56,184 72,917 31.0%
STD DEVIATION 1,104 1,942 26 31 55,483 26,301 31.1%

Total of all Groups Stats
AVERAGE 12,104 17,162 225 252 59,465 69,482 23.7%
MEDIAN 6,461 8,710 106 130 53,496 64,022 24.5%
STD DEVIATION 17,962 25,271 335 344 31,014 19,088 27.8%

1,252,807
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